
For J. Rita McNeil Danish, becoming an attorney—several years after 
graduating cum laude with a degree in marketing from Howard 
University—was the realization of a passion that took root early in her life. 
Rita’s mother, an English professor and her father, a Chicago criminal defense 
attorney and civil rights leader, modeled the core values of commitment to 
community not only through their work, but also through their deeds and their 
ever-present spirit of advocacy for the causes in which they so deeply believed.

Their noble example lives on — infused throughout the important work Rita 
pursues daily.

Strategists, LLC

“It’s personal because I am intent 
on making that critical 
difference in lives and 
fortunes—leaving my clients 
whole and markedly better than 
when we first engaged in our 
work together.”

Rita’s practice at JD² is focused on the government arena—including diversity and inclusion, municipal law, 
government affairs, economic development, administrative compliance, personnel, and civil rights. Her 
significant government experience has been earned serving in a variety of roles at both state and local 
government levels. She has been a Judge and Magistrate in the Domestic & Juvenile Division of the Franklin 
County Court of Common Pleas, a City Attorney for the cities of Cincinnati and Dayton, Ohio, Assistant Deputy 
Legal Counsel for Governor George V. Voinovich, Chief Legal Counsel for the Ohio Department of Commerce, 
and Vice President for Government Affairs at the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce.

The vast matrix of these experiences inform and shape her 
work advising public and private sector clients in 
diversity/inclusion projects, government management and 
administration. “Every client and every assignment I am 
given is a personal investment in achieving a win for that 
client or for that cause,” explains Rita. “It’s personal 
because I am intent on making that critical difference in 
lives and fortunes—leaving my clients whole and markedly 
better than when we first engaged in our work together.”

Rita’s lengthy record of community service also speaks to the 
power of her parents’ legacy— and the strength of her own 
commitment to enriching the world around her. “I like the 
feeling of satisfaction I get when I did was I was supposed to 
do,” she says. “There’s an old Gospel song with the refrain, ‘I done done what I was supposed to do.’  To me, 
those words are instructive and profound...echoing always as an exhortation in my mind. I cannot ignore 
them.”

Beyond the community, Rita has been an inspiring influence in the classroom. She taught Legal Writing at the 
Ohio State University College of Law as an Adjunct Professor, Business Law to adult students and 
undergraduates at Central State University, Administrative Law to students in the Masters of Public 
Administration Program at Wright State University, and Municipal Law to New Attendees at the annual 
Conference of the International Municipal Lawyers Association.
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“That I made a very real difference in someone’s life. 
That’s the feeling I want to have when I walk through the 
door at the end of every day.” -J. Rita McNeil Danish 





“Sure, my clients get a lawyer, but they get even more 
than that. They get a compassionate and passionate 
advocate who will use every ounce of knowledge, 
skills and energy to achieve their desired outcomes. 
That’s what I would want for myself in a lawyer, so it’s 
the only way I know how to deliver the practice of law 
to my clients.” —J. Rita McNeil Danish

EDUCATION
Rita graduated cum laude with a Bachelors of Business 
Administration from Howard University and received her Juris 
Doctorate from the Ohio State University College of Law.

COURT ADMISSIONS 
She is admitted to the practice of law before the United States 
Supreme Court, the Supreme Court of Ohio, the United Stated 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals and the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Ohio.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
Rita is a member of the American Bar Association, the Ohio 
State Bar Association —where she currently serves as Vice 
President of Women in the Profession Section and previously 
served as a member of the Board of Delegates; and the 
Columbus Bar Association. She has served as a Board 
member of, as well as member, of the International 
Municipal Lawyers Association (IMLA).

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Rita is a member of the Coalition of 100 Black Women, a 
member of the Board for the Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA), and previously served as Vice President 
and Board Member of Ohio’s Minority Development Finance 
Advisory Board.  She also served as the Inaugural President of 
the St. Vincent De Paul Charitable Pharmacy Board in 
Cincinnati, and on the Ohio Supreme Court’s Board of 
Character and Fitness.

PUBLICATIONS 
Rita’s professional publications include: “Municipal Subdivision 
Liability Under Section 1983”,IN: Perino, J. C., Citizen 
Oversight of Law Enforcement, Chicago: American Bar 
Association, 97-113 (2006) and “The Occupy Movement” and 
Regulating Public Spaces, Municipal Lawyer, International 
Municipal Lawyers Association, July – August (2012).

TESTIMONIALS

“Rita has created the ideal choice for 
public and private sector clients seeking a 
great breadth of knowledge, expertise, and 
political sensitivity in a cost effective and 
personalized manner.” - Larry James, Esq., 
Partner Crabbe, Brown, and James LLP

“Rita’s clients profit greatly from the sheer 
power of her vast experience. In her 
focused areas of practice, Rita’s ability to 
maneuver easily in complex and 
challenging environments is virtually 
unmatched. She absolutely tops the list of 
preferred counsel.” - Former Cincinnati 
Mayor Mark Mallory

Judge, Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas, Domestic and Juvenile Division. 
City Attorney: Cincinnati, OH 
City Attorney: Dayton, OH   
City Attorney: Greensboro, NC
Vice President of Government Affairs, 
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber
Section Chief, Civil Rights Division, Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office
Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Department 
of Commerce

LAW FIRM EXPERIENCE
Crabbe, Brown & James, LLP
Schottenstein Zox and Dunn, now 
Ice Miller

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
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